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JOEY RAMONE is proud to host the 1st solo
exhibition at the gallery by The Hague based
artist Anna Moreno (Barcelona, 1984).

COSTA PARAISO is visual artist Anna Moreno's second solo
exhibition in the Netherlands. With an artistic practice whose
prolific output ranges from the making of films, texts, objects,
and installations, Moreno's work focuses on the inconclusive
nature of events, putting to test the idea that our present not
only suffers from its need of virtual immediacy, but is also
haunted by past utopia. In other words, what happens after
the event? Can the impact of past utopian projects, even if
failed, be still seen or felt in our present? By engaging with
dystopian narratives, progressive architectural forms, and
speculative literature as a means to reflect on this very
(human) history and its increasingly non-human future, Anna
Moreno’s works invite the viewer into uncharted territories,
between the documentation of actions and the creation of
fictions.

In 2018, she began an investigation into Global Tools, a pio-
neering pedagogic project founded in 1972 by several archi-
tecture studios and individual practitioners belonging to the
so-called ‘ltalian radical design’ movement. Global Tools
championed a reinstatement of manual work and the use of
simple technologies, placing the body as the seat of archi-
tecture, a nucleus of latent political and creative potential. In
the aftermath of avant-garde experimentation, these epi-
sodes not only pushed the boundaries of design and archi-
tecture beyond utility, their attempted utopia has also fuelled
the imaginaries of futures to come, in some cases more suc-
cessfully than others.

Away from a discourse which looks at these histories objec-
tively, in 2023, Moreno chose to expand on these topics
through a more poetic and fictional lens. For COSTA PARAI-
SO, the artist re-conceptualises the holiday village of Costa
Paradiso, in Sardinia (ltaly), as a destination where several
of her fascinations intersect. The hollow island, as Moreno
calls this non-linear narrative space, is a platform for sonic,
visual and conceptual exploration. Sardinia, inhabited by
humans since the Palaeolithic period, has been a battle site
between European kingdoms, holidays for the super rich, as
well as a site for architectural newness and decay.

Dante Bini's Cupola, one of the buildings present in More-
no’s new video work, is a seemingly forgotten dome made in
commission by Michelangelo Antonioni in 1969; a testament
to the Italian architect’s vision for a new mode of living,
aligned with the grandiose wish of the film director for refuge
from urban life.



Built entirely out of reinforced concrete, the Cupola’s walls
were shaped by a gigantic inflatable that rose from the ground
using propelled air; a radical negotiation of inside and outside,
hollow and solid. By departing from a similar premise, Moreno
looks closely at the natural landscape of the Sardinian coast,
trying to understand through the bodily presence and move-
ment of her performers, how one might inhabit that space; at
times a paradise cut-up, at times a haunted geography, with
its forgotten and locked away holiday homes.

In the array of sculptures and prints that compose this exhibi-
tion, she draws on a quintessential Mediterranean nostalgic
imaginary, which incorporates everything from 1970s club cul-
ture and music videos, to the arcadic paintings of waves
crashing on rocks. Instead of referencing each of these cate-
gories as separate entities, she has chosen to make them her
own, resulting in a shared maximalist sense of joy that is both
infectious and irresistible. This joy is celebrated in the video
that gives name to the show, COSTA PARAISO, through col-
laborations with several artists (a characteristic trait of More-
no’s practice). In the video, we see Barcelona-based duo, Fla-
menco Queer, as near-alien figures who explore and occupy
the island. Their musical project subverts traditional flamenco
performance and rejects gender binarism, embracing along-
side Moreno, a kind of queer theatrics that functions as the
right propeller for the spiral narrative they embark on.

Dancing, present in some of Moreno’s previous works,
becomes the vehicle with which we are invited to imagine
an island with several entries, exits, and secret passage-
ways; environments through which bodies, colours, and
motifs can circulate. These transitions, between time and
place, histories and geologies, appear then to be the
hollow which Moreno refers to. Moreno uses dance as a
form of inhabiting the landscape; a key proposition of her
project, and one that is extended to the viewer as a frag-
mented poetic discourse. Dancing in COSTA PARAISO,
can be seen as the moment of rupture from which new
opportunities arise, when the impossible becomes possi-
ble, disrupting the flow of linear history.

Text: Bernardo Zanotta

*Costa Paraiso will be completed in 3 episodes taking the form of 3 solo
presentations:

JOEY RAMONE, Rotterdam (15 April - 8 July 2023)

ART BRUSSELS, solo booth presentation (20-23 April 2023)
HOUSE OF CHAPPAZ, Barcelona (28 June - 1 September 2023)
Curated by Kiki Petratou
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1. Bikini, 2023

Mecalux shelving system, UV light, reclaimed CDX Pro Cruising Laminate sail,
UV sensitive ink, 100x50%4 cm

2. Punta, talon , 2023

Mecalux shelving system, UV light,

reclaimed CDX Pro Cruising Laminate sail, UV sensitive ink , 28%x17.5x4 cm
3. Sottsass Landscape, 2023

Mecalux shelving system, UV light, reclaimed CDX Pro Cruising Laminate sail,
UV sensitive ink, 173x166x4 cm

4. Banderolas, 2023

Mecalux shelving system, UV light, reclaimed CDX Pro Cruising Laminate sail,
UV sensitive ink, 100x37%x31 cm

&

6. Luz negra, 2023

Mecalux shelving system, UV light, reclaimed CDX Pro Cruising Laminate sail,
UV sensitive ink, 117 x 117 x 4 cm

7. Tablao, 2023

Mecalux shelving system, MDF board, 100 x 184 x 148 cm

8. Costa Paraiso, 2023 4k Video, 7 35 , stereo

Editions 1, 2, 3 of 3 + 2AP

9. Toldo, 2023

Mecalux shelving system, UV light,reclaimed CDX Pro Cruising Laminate sail,
UV sensitive ink, 120 x 50 x 32,5 cm

Anna Moreno (1984) works between Barcelona and The Hague. Her artistic
practice is an investigation into temporality through utopian architecture and
speculative literature and takes the form of installations, films, or events.
Moreno has participated in residencies at the Jan Van Eyck Academie in Maas-
tricht (NL), SASG (Seoul), HIAP (Helsinki), Salzamt (Linz, AT) and Cittadellarte
— Fondazione Pistoletto (Biella, IT). Her artistic work has been shown interna-
tionally at MOCAB (Belgrade), SAS Geumcheon (Seoul), Joan Mir6 Foundation
(Barcelona), and 1646 (The Hague), to name a few. She lectured at the San
Francisco MOMA, the University of Barcelona, and the University of Applied
Arts in Vienna, among others. Moreno is a co-founder of the artists-run space
Helicopter in The Hague, where she taught Artistic Research at the Royal Acad-
emy of Art for five years. She has designed workshops and seminars interna-
tionally, and currently teaches at BAU (Barcelona). She publishes essays on
art, politics, and architecture in specialised magazines such as CARTHA, and
just released Bulldozer, her first film, co-produced by Acteon Films, and
supported by Mondriaan Fonds, Stroom Den Haag, Amarte Fonds, Sitchting
Stokroos, and Prin Bernhard Cultuurfonds.

The video “Costa Paraiso” was made in the context of an art residency for
Abitare La Vacanza (Inhabiting the Holiday), an architecture festival taking
place in Costa Paradiso, Sardinia, in April 2023.

Credits:

Director: Anna Moreno

Director of photography and post-production: Tanja Busking
Performers: Flamenco Queer (Rubén Heras & Jero Férec)
Assistant director: Bernardo Zanotta

Music by: RUM Vanderheyden, Alina Valentina, Flamenco Queer
Master: Jimi Hellinga

Costumes: Karime Salame
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Www.Jjoeyramone.nl
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